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Notes From the President’s Desk
 Hello Summer! It’s been a busy year so far for the ABHA, 
the Equine Trail Sports fundraiser at the Idaho Horse Expo was 
a huge success! We had 49 competitors In-Hand, and 49 under 
saddle, with multiple Blazer horses and their owners also  
competing. The board members came together to feed the  
volunteers and judges, helped to set up obstacles, and provide 
support in the booth as well.
 To keep the momentum heading into summer, there are 
Blazers being bred, being born, and being shown. So many  
exciting events occuring including Better Than a Bentlee ridden 
by Abby Layton winning a buckle at the Eagle Rodeo! I have 
to say this is an exciting time to own a Blazer. New owners are 
speaking up and telling us how happy they are to have  
discovered this breed, and long-time owners agree, they are 
something special.
 So what is in the future? What can we do to keep the 
Blazer in the limelight? Take your Blazer everywhere possible, 
talk about your Blazer, share your story with us for the  
publication, go to playdays, schooling shows, open shows,  
parades, equine trail sport competitions, and any other  
opportunity that arises! We have a Breed that deserves a place in 
Equine history folks, and hopefully we can see continued  
results!
Thank you for supporting the American Blazer Horse,
Crystal Tonto

Cover Photo:Cover Photo:
Laura Bartell on Clear 
Streak of Hope F-2009

Graphic Design:
Michaela Bocci and 
Katie Zenahlik

To contact Blazer Times with 
questions or suggestions, please 
email us at 
blazertimes@hotmail.com.
We welcome your feedback and 
ideas for future issues2
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Stables & BlazersStables & Blazers
Red TopRed Top

TSBR

CASEY'S COWBOY
Cowboy has reached the end 

of  his breeding career 
and has been gelded. 
We have collected him
and have enough for

3 artificial insemination 
breedings.

Last chance at a Cowboy baby:

$1000 each 

Lou & Donna Kelleher
Cell 208-989-0882 

 RedTopBlazers2@msn.com
Registered Horses

11875 W. Manitoba Ct., 
Post Falls, Idaho 

83854 TONKA'S  LEGACY  $650  

          WE OFFER:
*QUALITY BLAZERS FOR SALE
*STANDING PROVEN STALLIONS:
*HORSE BOARDING
*INDOOR AND OUTDOOR ARENA

*ROUND PENS
*BOX STALLS WITH TURN OUT
*PADDOCKS WITH INDIVIDUAL SHELTERS
*HOT WALKER
*SHOWER STALL
*TRAILER PARKING AND MUCH MORE!

A future for Blazers...a history of results

Jose RioJose Rio  (F-1816)
x Crooked River (F-494)

out of Sugar Baby (F-601)

Tonka’s LegacyTonka’s Legacy  
(F-1840)
x Tivito Dunit AQHQ 4197208

out of Merry McGee (F-1599)

$650
4
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2020 2020 Triple B
Saturday, August 22, 2020

Dunn Rite Ranch

205 S. McDermott Rd, Nampa, ID 83687

Come watch the best of the American Blazer 
Horse yearlings compete in halter class and in-
hand trail. Spectators free. Free BBQ after the 

show provided by the ABHA. A great chance to 
network with other horse lovers.

Send entries to:
BlazerTimes@hotmail.com

Deadline for entries:
September 15, 2020

Winning Photo will be announed 
at the ABHA Banquet in 

November
For more information call:

Terri Franich at
(208) 585-3579
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2023 Triple B
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2023 is the 6th year of the BBB that was developed by Donna 
Kelleher.  This annual show allows American Blazer yearlings to 
compete in confirmation and an obstacle challenge.  The BBB 
program encourages breeding of the best American Blazer horses 
while encouraging owners to train their young horses. The show 
also offsets some of the financial cost of breeding by having 
payouts to the winners.

2023 Results:
Grand Champion -
S&S Sweet Lightning Bug F-2082
Owner Monica Crawford, shown by Linda Crawford
1st in Obstacle Course
2nd in Conformation

Reserve Champion -
Streak of Shade F-2086
Owner and shown by Bessie Fletcher
1st in Conformation
2nd in Obstacle Course

3rd Overall -
Hopes Legacy F-2087
Owner and shown by Cheri Jackson
3rd in Obstacle Course
3rd in Conformation
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Like and follow us on Facebook
at facebook.com/blazerhorse

Follow us on Instagram
at Ameri8179

If you have a quality picture of you and your horse, 
your horse alone, or an action shot let us post to 
Facebook and Instagram. Send your pictures to:
gymtonto@gmail.com

Cutest Baby Contest
Our annual cutest baby contest 
is almost here!

Spring Time is the best time to get 
those pictures!

We always want to make sure we 
are getting the best pictures of our 
new born blazers! 

Please make sure the pictures are 
high quality, in portrait form and 
far enough away to see your 
beautiful foals.
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By: Donna Kelleher

One of the qualities prized by Blazer owners is that 
Blazer Horses possess great “hybrid vigor”. Hybrid 
vigor is defined by increase in stature, biomass, and 

fertility that characterizes the progeny of crosses between 
diverse parents, such that the progeny is superior to the better 
of the two partents. The opposite of the hybrid is an  
evolutionary bottle neck. An evolutionary bottleneck will 
produce offspring that exhibit the worst traits of a set of  
parents. In the evolution of horses over 50 million years,  
nature allowed horses to line breed (sire to daughter or  
mother to son) for 3 to 4 generations. This was due to the 
fact that a herd stallion could hold his band together for this 
length of time, producing offspring out of his daughters and 
granddaughters, before he was ousted by a younger stallion 
(that typically came from a different band). If new genetics 
did not come into the herd, it would approach an  
evolutionary bottleneck. A herd without new blood would 
weaken and die out. 
In a large gene pool numbering in the tens of thousands of 
individual animals the chances of an evolutionary bottleneck 
are limited by wise breeders. It is the goal of every breeder of 
horses to have the offspring be better than the parents. That is 
our goal today. 
The varied breeds of horses that Little Blaze descended from 
(Morgan, Thoroughbred, Quarter Horse and Shetland) were 
the beginning of hybrid vigor in the Blazer Horse. Neil Hinck

Hybrid
Vigor

further enhanced this quality by the selection of  
diverse foundation mares. These mares were chosen
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for their personal traits and not for any specific breed. Indeed, 
many of these first mares were crossbred mares themselves. 
The rules of registration in the American Blazer Horse Handbook 
state that in order for registration all offspring need to have 8 out 
of the 15 animals on a 4 generation pedigree (counting the  
resultant offspring) to come from registered Blazer horses. This is 
to ensure that outside blood can continue to infuse the  
Blazer breed and still not lose the traits that make up a Blazer 
horse. When looking for an outside bloodline to breed into the 
American Blazer Horse breeders need to be diligent to only bring 
in animals that can represent and enhance our breed. Some of the 
traits that a breeder needs to be keeping in mind while looking 
at potential animals for breeding purposes are: 13 hh to 15 hh at 
maturity, solid color coat patterns with no white above the knees 
or hocks (except for acceptable face markings) with solid colored 
eyes, good bone to body mass ratio (7 inches around the cannon 
bone just below the knee for a thousand pound animal), clean 
throat latch, short coupling, well rounded croup, long hip and 
underline, good feet and overall soundness. Educate yourself as 
much as possible by researching the prospective breeding animal’s 
history and it’s past pedigree. And always bear in mind  
disposition!
Several years ago the board of the American Blazer Horse  
Association recognized the fact that the Blazer breed has a limited 
number of breeding animals. The board lifted the 8 out of 15 rule 
for a ten year period of time in order to accelerate the  
opportunity to bring outside blood into the Blazer gene pool. This 
has produced numerous fine Blazer horses! These offspring from 
this program are no less designated as “outcrosses” ...remember 
that the Blazer breed from the beginning is the ultimate in  
outcrossing resulting in great hybrid vigor!
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2023 Quarterly Points
Open Events National Champions

Stallions 3 & UnderStallions 3 & Under

Stallions 4-15Stallions 4-15

Stallions 16 & OverStallions 16 & Over

Mares 3 & UnderMares 3 & Under

Mares 4-15Mares 4-15

Mares 16 & OverMares 16 & Over

Geldings 3 & UnderGeldings 3 & Under

Geldings 4-15Geldings 4-15

Geldings 16 & OverGeldings 16 & Over

Legacy of Diamonds

A Music Legacy
Shammy’s Rose Bud

Casey’s Echo

Pop’s Pete

67

19
7

62

30

StallionsStallions

MaresMares

GeldingsGeldings

Legacy of Diamonds 67
Casey’s Echo 62
A Music Legacy
Shammy’s Rose Bud

19
15

Pop’s Pete 40

All points reported to the ABHA 
points committee from
10/01/2022 - 06/30/2023

2023 points are only shown. 
Lifetime points will be added when 
calculated.
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2023 Quarterly Points
ETS Nat. Tournament Exhibitors

AdvancedAdvanced

IntermediateIntermediate

NoviceNovice

Youngins 7-11Youngins 7-11

Juniors 12-17Juniors 12-17

Ebony’s Cosima 7

Ebody’s Cosima 17

Shammy’s Rose Bud 8

Pop’s Pete 10

Youth 10 & UnderYouth 10 & Under

Youth 11-17Youth 11-17

Adult 18-30Adult 18-30

Adult 31-49Adult 31-49

Seniors 50 & OverSeniors 50 & Over

Rachel Zenahlik 3

Katie Zenahlik 4

Carla Herndon 3

SpecialtySpecialty
Monica Crawford 1

Kayla Zenahlik 3

Anthony Zenahlik 2
Monica Crawford 1

All points reported to the ABHA 
points committee from
10/01/2022 - 06/30/2023

2023 points are only shown. 
Lifetime points will be added when 
calculated.

Brooke Smith 2

Linda Crawford 1
Jan Wallace 1
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By: Katie Zenahlik

American Blazer Horses 
continue to show how 
their positive  

attributes can be applied to 
many different disciplines.  
Dressage is an equine discipline 
that involves the execution of  
precise movements by training a 
horse to respond to barely  
perceptible signals from the  

rider while improving a 
horse’s strength and  
maintaining a calm, attentive 
demeanor. A horse’s pace 
and movements are  
importatn to this sport 
that dates back to 350 B.C. 
Horse and rider perform 
memorized patterns during 
dressage competitions while 

appearing effort-free.  
Dressage was added as an 
Olympic sport in 1912, then 
added to Paralympics in 1996. 
Laura Bartell of Coeur 
D’Alene, Idaho and her

American Blazer Horse
Competing in Dressage

American Blazer mare 
Clear Streak of Hope
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have started their second year of 
showing in dressage during 2023. 
Laura has been riding horses for 
51 years and has previously  
competed in jumping, barrel  
racing and pole bending. In 2018, 
3 year old Hope became Laura’s 
1st American Blazer Horse, with 
sire Sleepy Streak and dam Crystal 
Clear. Prior to dressage, Laura and 
hope had participated in Showmanship and Equine Trail Sports. 
Laura’s first show year of dressage was in 2021. Laura and Hope 
had their 1st dressage show this year at Liberty Grove Farm in 

Spokane, Washington April 15th,  
showing in Training Level 1 and  
Introduction C classes with 7  
competitors. They had amazing rides and 
placed 1st in Training Level 1 and 2nd in 
Introduction C! Laura has  
enjoyed dressage because it allows the 
rider to be insync with their horse and 
each ride is progressively training the 
horse, while building the riders strength. 
Laura has seen many improvements 
becoming more smooth while learning to 
reach out and having gained an  

unflappable demeanor during shows. Laura plans to compete 
again in October with a goal of completing Training Level 1 and 2 
classes. 
We love to see American Blazer Horses and their owners  
continue to compete in a variety of events and hope that everyone 
has a successful year in whichever adventure you choose.
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www.blazerhorse.com

Check out our amazing website! Explore! See 
the gallery and the shop. Brush up on your 

Blazer horse history.
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Registration Fees   Member          Non-member
Membership

Main Registration
(up to 90 days old)

91-3 Years Reg.

4 Years or Older Reg.

Update Certificate

Yearly Stallion Report (Due 
Nov. 30)

Ownership Transfer (less 
than 6 months)

Transfer Late Fee
(if over 6 months)

Duplicate Certificate

Correction of 
Certificate

Name Change -
restrictions apply

Brood Book Advancement
(must send in advancement 
form and original 
certificate)

Stallion

Mare

$25

$25

$100

$200

$10

$10

$10

$25

$25

$10

$100

$100

$20

N/A

$50

$125

$225

$20 

$35

$35

$45

$35

$35

$100

$125

$45
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Hey kids!
Do you like to draw? Do you have a joke 
or riddle you would like to share? Ask 
your mom and dad’s permission.
Enter: blazertimes@blazerhorse.com
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Check out the next publication to see more new owners



W
hat Is A Blazer H

orse?
• To be considered a Blazer Horse, the horse m

ust have 
at least one registered parent with a docum

ented line 
to the foundation 

 
stallion, “Little Blaze.” 

• Blazer Horses m
ust be between 13 hands and 15 

hands at full m
aturity to 

 
be registered.

• Blazer Horses m
ust have a solid coat color with dark 

underlying skin. Th
ese colors include brown, black, 

bay, and sorrel, as well as buckskin, palom
ino, and 

m
any shades of dun.

• W
hite m

arkings are lim
ited to the face and below the 

knee or hock. Spotted coat patterns (appaloosa, pinto, 
paints) are not accepted into the registry.

• To be advanced into the Stud Book, both m
ares and 

stallions m
ust be inspected by a veterinarian or certi-

fied inspector. 

Tonka’s Legacy F-1840 and Bold Fresh A
sset F-1879 sorting cattle.


